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A NEW ORATORIO-PIERNE'S
"ST. FRANCIS OF ASSIS1."

First Performance in
America at Worces¬

ter Festival.
A st oiai dispatch In The Tribune d

last Friday Chronicled the fait that at s
roncert of the festival of the ¦HforOOOtei
County Musical A SOOtettOg on Thursdav
evening Ctehriel Plerné'o oratorio "WX
Francis of Asalsl" had been performed
for the first time jsj Am«.rica. The oc¬

casion was an int« resting one for several
reasons. Tho conviction is growing gen¬
eral in Bngland an«i America that as an

art-form the oratorio has o'it'i\««i Its
usefulness and that if tho gottvttlao ol
our chonil soi ¡« C« I are not to cease alto¬

gether something new must be found for
thcni to «I««. l"i h fOW yr«r.', aiai hi
some localities, reeort was had to favorite
operas rontotalng a Ihtk« eharal element,
such SR "Alda" and "Lohengrin." U was

possible to offer 00000 defence of this
procedure in communities which had t«.

forego the. pleasure provided by otage
performances of the lyric drama, but the
fad did not live lor,*,*; dramatic arante
without action. OCtUOr** and costume-

could not satisfy the piihlic, an«l serlo..s
music wears felt that opera In core «t

form was a d«-gradation of such dignified
Institutions ss singing sOOtetlee Wh<r,;

roapaol ici choral muoii roaiotnol Um
«device never pained ¦< foothold, Oon«
dudorg. wet. '.¡.ni pfOUgOd for
works which WOUld keep sttVO the Inler-
oat of theii prove attra« tivi
l«i th" pobllc, In New fork, and no

doubt aleo in other elftes, overj attempt
to gel away from the hackneyed list
"Ifeesiah." "Elijah," "^:- Paul" and *"

'.. ' n ¡man« iah ..

ma 'i i.« I ratería Boi k li ha- '«¦ oa
kept alive for many years by the two an¬

nual performam « i ot "The Messiah" in
the Chrlstmastlde, but oven thesi are be¬
ginning to lose their potency.
Thirteen renn aim Blr Edward Bl«

gor «.ame to the rescue of th. pot-
plexed mualdans with his "ftream of
fjerontlua," hut it« attractiveness was

not Instms und Its SUCOeoaOrO from the
same pen failed to win a foothold, Navel

th« "i t. am" bi longed to a type
which hrlrt out the bet promir-e of a solu¬
tion of the problem In Its admixture of
the dramatic clement with the epical.
The dramatic oratorio, of which clans It
Is a representative, i.s not a new thing
by any moaaa. but the form bao followed,
though at nom«' distance behind Instru¬
mental muslo aii'l tin opera, the latter-
day tendencies, and It ig as the latent
word in this respect thai Florae's "r*t
Francis" Is a matter of real moment. In
it the composer naa jnireiued a wholly
Original course, blending dramatic souk,'

with lyrical, using* realistl«: delinéame
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«tetra! part emptoylm
armónico and, wbll«

effecti in his orehi
onconeentlonal I
ttoatlng a religleue legend, «lung
a wholly romantic and se«:uisr manner,
Though the otery told M that al a samt
and the founder ol s great and euch ni
Order, there are few suggestion» of OC«
lccUstl« al music, and of these one which

will he mentioned presently Is more Inter¬
esting for its archaism than for it- boaotl
Th«: story of Rt. Francis of AaeM Was

turned Into an admirable oratorio by K<!-

gar Tirol mor« than twenty yean
The libretto of the llemi'-l. composer,
whose worn ta.i performed by Um Oio-
torlo Society In Ml, made IHM of OOnu
of the «same éléments whl« h Pieme ami
hta p«"*«. have employod TI i ¦ ..¦

have been expected, for the im-id« nts In
the life of the saint which an adapted to

in'i> i«-.,i treatment spring at anee int«*
mind when that life is OggtOtaplated
Tlnel's librettist found his material in
the worldly life of Francis as a youth,
bis renunciation of pleasure, hi« wooing
and mating with i.ady Poverty (treating
this keddonl as a chivalric allegoryi, his
loibter life, with its labors in behalf of

his order, his death and glorification.
I'i-rne's poet makes a like beginning an«!
ending, but Introducen the episodes of St.

¦Clara, the sermon to tho birds, the meet-
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ni« «iMtli a USO* r ¡iti«l the. Htlxiiiatlsatlor
ot tin« .«-aint Moth composerai an wai

n.it i,ii, found s lost rsndy ut ii .'..i toi
mitolCft] «".itlriK in tin« BO-COOo*] "i.'antl-
«iit:i SiiiíH," or "Cántico «i«« i«« cfontoor
«.omi.neii'.i uto de lu flat«! Bolo." u liynil
whi« li in -.ttribute'l t«> FTOUOtS SSSÍ bot
l)*«n 04dn00i to provo tho falulty of th«

Thomas
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**contentloi that no writings silstod in<
ftaliati DOfOrO \ho. thirteenth century.
This canticle TUTxSl SOIS t«. a WOH OTderOd
in. lo.lv M SOlO ati'l «'horal r-fraln,
«Piscad ylskWni wholly to th« dnunutle

1 idea, and following the lOfOttd that while

I dying «yvnncis oddod t.« his pong in prnlss
of "Brother Bun," "Sister Moon," "Broth«
or Wind." "Aster Water," "Bratkor
i«'ir«*" an.) "Mother Birth." h stnnss
m pralos ..i "Sister l>snth" «sots ths words
tO ¡i 'I" loma lory rh.-ilit. IHUdlMSOl anil
oeotootaetteal in tono, ond pooo so far m
hin deslro to preserve lo««al ami hlston« al

«oior sn to give, the otnhootro interludes
In wlilcr. tti**« tlrM beginnings of harmony
are UlnOtmtod. I'll«« pÉOOOSjOS nie made
ut> of rotoso mo.lnx In parallel fifths,
fourth» fand UltorO» IhS dltlOS known In

niusl.al history a« "organum" As has
ili.iilv b«*on intimated, the effect in more

Interacting thnn beautiful.

The episode of 8L rrancis prèsDhla|
to th« bird« nave floral an opportunity
t«> Introduce OhlldVon'S VOODOO Into the
v ork ond íii^o soms nswk suMeotlro
rather than imitativ-« of bird: Bong, Tho
effect of nina il group* of the little bing-
era (Mr. .Meen OonotUdOd that SOlO fill '«h

would I«« In. if. tl«.ei «ontr istcl with the

lorgS « li"ii of ioT< ntv »OtoSO and tho
twittering, chirping orolM itrn, is sxtranie-
i>- pretty« ond BON thors »a« an OS-
balutioti «>f ths < hiirin whletl the you.hful
choristers »..>. to "Ths children's Cro-
?.ni. in tiuH in tnnct Im strletng tor

I realism ylslded rooolts win h were

gethor iov«i>, whereas in «ith«*r eooos ths
| d taut« of the composer was brought
Into quentlon. In Hi- s«*ene «fcHwiSH St.

Francis and tho leper we are made to
lie.ir the clicking nound of tho rattle with
whl. h the outcast» were «SMS compolle«!
to give warning of their approach, and
In the d'llneation nf the *.-ene in Which
l'rati'ln rOOOtfOS thS stigmata (I viMon of

bo crucifixion» there are blown In the or-

« h. ntra which seem to have been destgr.«'d
to represent the hammering of nail» into

tho wood of the cross. In thin BUM
Monti takes a leaf from Debussy's bo«.k
ii tul uses his singers to make inarticulate
SOUndO, Tones, uttered with the mouth
BomstlnMS closed and sometimes open.
an wov.n Into the Instrumental texture.

purely for the sake of color. Th<« «levico
Is of questionable value. When Debussy,
In the third of his orchestral HOOtOinoo,
makes his sirens sing tho vowel« "O"
ninl "Ah," it la SMy enough to forgive
linn, because wo know nothing about the

vpoocll of siren««. Ho, t«*»o. whfii Vsrdl
BOOS human votr.es to Imitate the sighing
and soughing of the wind In "Rtgoljtto,"
On make M protest because the sCSlt
desired Is ono which musical lnstruin«nts,
becauae of their construction, cannot pro¬
duce Hut to hear a chorus singing set

phrases In harmony without uttering a

word seems to be putting the hum in

Vltoo to an Ignoble use. The re.sult dors

not compensate for the deprivation. At
u. concert of the Schola t'antorlum loot
Spring a very beautiful arranKcment of

;
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I verj '. I mini Irish air wai thus sung,
with the result of creating a dlsti!i«:t
longing for the missing word«. We were

'inable to realise what Mr. Plomd ho;'od
snpllafa by the device.

it remotes to be «mid of th«* new era-
t. r " that tbOOgfa m i«'i "f th<* mUStO
.smacks of labor and reilectlon. It bears
the stamp of originality throughout, and
frequently of high Imaginativeness. A
mystical mood pervades Its religious
(.cenes, nnd If Ig never commonplace In
melody, harmony or rhythm. I!. E. K.

OPERA AT THE CENTURY

"Lohengrin" Is the Bill for the
Fourth Week.

The fourth week's offering by the
Messrs. Aborn In th-lr popular grand
opera season at the Century Opera
House will be Wagner's "Lohengrin."
There will be seven performances In Eng¬
lish, with matinees on Wednesday a*id
laturday. Oh Monday evening, October
13, the opera will be sung in ils original
lsnguüge-German. Mies Lois Ewcll will
sing Eisa on th«) opening night. Th«
Ortrud will bo Jayno Herbert, while
Lohengrin will be sung by Morgan King¬
ston. Morton Adklns will be the Telra-
mund. The artists appearing throughout
the week In the other characters will be
Alfred Kaufman, as the King; Florence
Coughlan, as Gottfried, and William
Schuster as the Herald. At the Wednea-
day matinee the artist* who will appear
In the chande of cast In the leading rol»s
will he the Misses Scott and Howard nnd
the Messrs. Wheatley and Kreldler.
The conductors for the week will be

! Alfred Siendrel and Carlo KlOOOte, O/hUo
the stage will bo under tiie direction of
Lulgl Albertcrl. On Monday night. Oc¬
tober IS, the artists appearing In the
Cernían performance in the leading tole«
will be tue Misses Ewell and Howard an 1
the Mesara Bergman, Kiel.lier. Kauf¬
man and 'chapter.
To-night OOCUro the first popular Sun¬

day night encert which the Mesfrs.
Aborn will give each Sunday evening
during the ».casen. The artists who will
appear ut thin concert will be the Mis* i

Amadea, Howard« Bwatl an«i Herbert end
the Messrs. .reedier, Kmqston, Chalmers
snd Bergman, fcendret Nicosia snd
Stratum will be the conductors at the
conceit.

. ¦¦

THE BOSTON SYMPHONY.
Dr. Karl Muck, conductor of the Boston

«Symphony Orchestra, on his return from
Europe last Tuesday, said that he did not
have a brilliant list of novelties to offer
to the patrons of the orchestra the corn-

lng winter, as the last year had been
most unfruitful In this direction. He hss
brought back with him the «score of ths
new symphony by Hr-lnrlch Noren, eC
Pr«*eden. best known In thi« «'ountn* as
the composer of the tli«?me and set of
tariatIons which h«» «ailed "Kaleido¬
scope." The new symphony is entitl«***
"Vita." He has a symphonic poem by
Rcinlcek, composer of the opera "Donna
Diana," which 1« called "Peter Schis*
mihl," the source of its inspiration, of
course, being the famous story of ths
man who lost his shadow. He has two
pieces by Max Schillings. "Meergrust"
and "Se» morgen," and he will do soms

Continued en tlftli page.
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Law four oi the laws of auctio
bridge as adopted by the Whist Club c

New York, the recognized auction at

thority, reads as followa:
I. When the declarer wins the nurr

ber of trick« hid, each one above «¡
counts toward the game, two point
when spades are trumps, six when club
are trwapn seven when diamond* ar
trump*, elgbl when hearts at" trumpi
nine when royal spades ate trumps ani
ten when there are no trumps.

Thin law in the ioundatlon of th
game and the end to be attained Is tin
taking of j« many trick« a« poaalbli
after the winning declaration has bOOt
made. Thus ¿i positivo end Is .sought
and upon this premise the sclonoo of tin

game is built, a scheme oi action tha
conforms to reason, logic and ladgOtlOl
snd that permitf» of the hlabeët forn
of these attributes in both bidding am

play.
Now, any action based upon a null«

bid tumbles the whole auction St I
and at on.. erestes a distinct a-

arate game, demanding lew sn«l differ
ent tews.
No one has an yet evolved any echem«

of nullo play that appeal« to reason 01

good deduction. They will tell you ho*
certain hands should be played, bu
they do not form any creative ayaten
of play that builds up by Inference an«

deduction.
We therefore treat the hullo ques

tlons as of a «separate game from aue

tlon knowing full well it can BCVOf he
come a part Of the game.
The game of nullos la generally hi:

at ten, with under, ailing value In Id
relation to no trnmp and the player bid
ding one nullo contracta that he and hi»

partner will take only six tricks.tw<
nullOO, OSiT "ve tricks, etc. And wher

a nullo contract la made the reverse re>

) suit at auction is ¿»cored.
The law of auction on revokes has for

¦OflM tiiii«« «BOOn ths subject of dlacusslon
among tip.- leading exponents of the game.

| and now BOSOM In a fair way to be
".lernende*] 00 that dummy shall bay«-

.ter protection In the premise.
ThOfi MUM to bo no rcsl good reason

why dummy i-lioulil not have the same
light to declara a rorOkS against the op-

I ponootS 8H the playir If the hand and
tie opponents, and where dummy's ln-
t sot Is equally at stake it Is certainly
not OQUjtabis to bar him from penalty
benefits thai may aaoaps his partner anri
i«| «the tame time muy act «as a vehicle

II for dlfoai of I contract and possible
questionable play.
We heartily approve, of the contem-

«1 change fflvir.g dummy full rights
a» to revokes made by opponents.
Mdtling on the exceptional type ot

hands at auction Is OttS of the stumbling
blot St in ths gaSSO. «Buih hands arc
often the means of rix«^ and blunders by
ths ordlanry player and at the sam.« thus
| ft the rxt"«it an opportunity.
Tho following hand In uctual pla> n-

centlv Illustrates the point:

V53
OA82
?0JI0X5-U.

?976432
OJI097
*--,'?AK

ÜAQ10864 2
N

s C|001
,. ."p«v..J-fA3SJÏÔ85

07
OK653
?K87

Score; Lovè-all, first game.
South declared MM royal. As he had

neither the essential high cards to ad¬
vance the partnership Interest in attack

l or defence nor a holdlnr of lixed value
si'fflciontly strong to set as a bai-is for an

Independent declaration, hlg action wal
detrimental to the Interest of the psrtn« r-

rhlp.
West declared three clubs. Eight stubs

promising six sure tricks, supplement"«!
by an outside lei and a void suit, to-
gether constituted a fa«'tor of Importance
bearing on the result of any hand. Ao a

unit, the hand at the minor suit declara¬
tion was guflMoatJy strong to offer In de¬
fence of the adverse declaration.
Wa> the partnership Interest best serwd

by naming the suit? If so, how high In
number of tricks should this hand be bid
to demónstrate to a partner most clearly
the character of the holding. A lottern"
tlon of two coming after an adv«rs«'
declaration and hence In the nature of a
forced bid would leave some doubt in 0
partners mind as to the pousesrflon of
top ca'ds. An unne«M starlly high declara¬
tion, acting as a warning to partn« r

agatnot overcylltng and showing at tho
same time a suit of unusual length, would
promise to better promote the partnership
interest.
West's declaration of three rather than

four to discourage further bidding was in
keeping with the hand's value. Despite
th«r absence of top clubs, the composi¬
tion of West s hand was such as M
promise fair assistance to any partn«t-
shlp declaration.
North declared three royals. As he

«¦ould further Increase this declaration in
case of an overcall, he acted propeny
in not unnecessarily forcing upon his
partner a contract that might fail.
East declared four hearts. In a specu-

latlve chut' e of three declarations. <.*lub
hearts and DO trump», without absolute
knowledge Of «ertaln high cards vital
of his own strong kult w.is undoubtedly
tho beet course to pursue
While at live clubs RRRi Hiipporting

¦strength gave fuir proiiUK' «if I succss-

ful partnership -ontract. the ehanOOS Wt M

against the declaration holding, North's

.Opportlng Lid over a high minor suit
declaration practhally Insure«) a still
hlghir advers.« declaration. Kaat's' four

beert declaration. ih«»ugh ororcolled,
would not lose Its Informatory partner¬
ship value.
Bouth BOBS« lUMiig rrevtously «le-

dared on a hand below the normal va'ue

of an original declaration. «Mouth to some

extent made amends by refusing to ovcr-

<«all the adverse declaration.
West's pass needs no comment.

NORTH GOES TO FOUR ROYALS.
North dei-liired four royals. Despite Ins

partner's pass a gnUM hand lOOfcOd prob¬
able. Ills high hearts at the oponepiii's
declaration would be badly situated and
pmbnbly result In only one trump in k.
East de«iared four no trump. As wi-

evenly divided hands, plainly Indicated by
the bidding, precluded the possibility of
great success at a doubled royal contract
and th« doubtful location of certain high
cards essential to success at a live heart
«*ontract. East naturally turned toward
no trump with his oadpttonaHy strong
hand. North's supporting r<'\al daelara«
tloii mad« un Original OgontUg of a BpldO
almost certain. With the OPPMientS
checked twice in th« ir long suit and a

partner's strength Justifying a high suit
declaration, the establishment of either
hearts or clubs was practically assured.
«South doubled, and North declared five

royals. East doubled, and tho blddJnf

ended. As the final bldOlng toiiowea al¬

most logically as a sequel to the earlier
declaration, no further comment Is nec¬

essary. With South holding tho opponents!
to only one diamond trick, the final count,
gave East and West 200 points above the
line.

^
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I'nusual holdings at auction permit off
a rango of action, and ano i» the bidding
of the questionable USO of a weaker gull,
hoping t" draw the opponent's aro to that
point of defence, while really having a

stronger suit to bring into action.
They are usually In the nature of B

boost or acceleration, but tend to deoetVI
one's partner more than the opponent''.
Th" following hand sent in from the

I'nlversity Club of Chicago lllustiat-.s
the working of such, system In the play.

?J 1085 2
ÜAKJ65
0<-
A8G2

?A94
."010743
0 953

? 3
ç?.
OK0J762
? QJ10753

0982
OA108<1
? K9

Score, Love.all, rubber game.
South declared one no trump and West

two royals. His selection of the suit with¬
out top cards in a chotee between two
live-card suits, relatively thO same in
trl'k value for game at love score, OHM
explained on the ground that the dec¬
laration would probably be overcalled and
then his heart suit could bo more r>ro*V.-
ably employed at the higher dootaration.

North declared two no trumps o:j ¡

hand fairly strong In supoprt of his part
tier, but unsafe at three hearts, the dec
laratlon required to overcall West. Ens
on a strong two suiter, declared thro'
diamonds, which South doubled. Althoux!
B doublu in South'« position looks tompt
lug, It could not bo reoonunendod! Th«
faet that East, in spite of the adv. is«

show of otrength embodied in South'«
no trump declaration and hi« partner*!
Htiporting hand, deemed his holding suftl
< lently strong to make his own declara
tlon Of three diamonds should have sug
fc.'st« «i tu louth a deal peculiarly divided
and his hand of uncertain link ValUl I
any adverse declaration.

EAST TAKES PARTNER OUT.
South'« holding was below the averagi

no trump strength and a safe posltlor
«t Baet'O declaration should have led
him to pass. West declared three hearts
which, of course, was doubled by North
As East's holding Justified a take-out
ho declared four clubs. The tlxed valu*
Of his hand could he safely estimated el
..igln or nine trteka. At hi« partner'!
del.nation East's holding was practically
worthless, but at his own bid some as-

Mstatic.i could be expected from his part¬
ner. South again doubled. Although the
club contract was higher, It promised
lesa favorable results than at hie pre¬
vious diamond double. West redoubled.
Action In West's position depends on the
soundness of ¡i partner's bidding. II
East's tWO PtlttOf was ,,f the value con¬

sistent with the bidding. West's redouble
meant mon« than a mere speculation.
Three trumps to ruff losers and help In
the establishment of a long suit and two
high cards that could be counted upon
aa absolute winners, made succees prob¬
able In gptte of a formidable opposition.

The argument in this case that a re¬
double would drive the opponents back

¡to no trump Is easily answered. Tbs
very strength expected from a partner

« in a redouble would be of equal assist-
MIS In defeating the opponents if a re¬

turn to a no trump declaration was mads.
Both the adversaries passed, however.

» and the final declaration of four clubs rs-

doubled remained unchanged.
South, figuring upon his partner's sped«

holding of either the ace or four to th«
jack as the basis of a supporting Ml
overcalling a royal declaration, selected
spades as the most desirable suit to open
with and led tho king. This held th«
trick, but on the next lead North's see

was ruffed by East. Starting his long
suit. East led the king of diamonds, and
South's ace went to dummy's small
trump. Two top hearts gave Dsst dis¬
cards of two low diamonds and another
spade, ruffed low. put East In again. On«

of dummy's remaining trumps ruffed
Bait's last small diamond and ths other
on a lead went to South's king, leaving
North's ¡BOO to make later. Only three
tricks making against the declirst'.oii.
East and W-ast went game and rubber
with a heavy bonus on the deal-
West's departure from accepted Unas

In ovarcalllng South's Initial declaration
calls for some comment. His action was

taken upon a theory of defence on a hand
that clearly contains sufficient streng*-*1
to warrant an atta««klng declaration. An}

theory contrary to the partnership .".'
terest Is j.«jt to he commended at Auction.
And especially so In-thls case, an lnlt'sJ
strength bid having already been mad«
by South, called for the strongest acUan
by West

There are a lot of banana skin» OB ths
path to success.


